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But others, my lords, whose minds operate without any
impediment from education, will easily discover, that laws
are to be regarded only for their use; that the power
which made them only for the publick advantage ought to
alter or annul them, when they are no longer serviceable,
or when they obstruct those effects which they were in-
tended to promote.

I will, therefore, my lords, still assert, that the publick
has a right to every mans evidence, and that to reject any
bill which can have no other consequence than that of en-
abling the nation to assert its claim, to reconcile one prin-
ciple of law with another, and to deprive villany of an
evasion which may always be used, is to deny justice to an
oppressed people, and to concur in the ruin of our country.

And farther, my lords, I confidently affirm it has not
been proved, that this bill can endanger any but the guilty;
nor has it been shown that it is drawn up for any other
purpose than that which the noble lord mentioned, of hin-
dering an inquiry from being impossible; it may, there-
fore, justly be required from those who affect, on this oc-
casion, so much tenderness for liberty, so many sus-
picions of remote designs, and so much zeal for our con-
stitution, to demonstrate, that either an inquiry may be
carried on by other means, or that an inquiry is itself su-
perfluous or improper.

Though none of those who have spoken against the bill
have been willing to expose themselves to universal indig-
nation, by declaring that they would gladly obstruct the
progress of the inquiry; that they designed to throw a
mist over the publick affairs, arid to conceal from the peo-
ple the causes of their misery; and though I have no right
to charge those who differ from me in opinion, with inten-
tions, which, as they do not avow them, cannot be proved;
this, however, I will not fear to affirm, that those who are
for rejecting this method of inquiry, would consult their
honour by proposing some other equally efficacious ; lest it
should be thought; by such as have not any opportunities
of knowing their superiority to temptations, that they are
influenced by some motives which they are not willing1 to